REVELATION CHAPTER 17

Vs. 1 There is no doubt from the statement of this verse that the purpose
here is to show John the “judgment of the great whore”. | wish now to offer
several statements to establish the identity of the harlot woman reference
here.

- This “woman” represents a false religion professing to be Christianity
She is referrred to symbolically as a “whore” or “harlot” because she is
guilty of committing spiritual adultery which is rebuked often in
scripture. Jer. 13:27; Ez. 23:43-44; James 4:4

- This harlot is lead by the Roman Catholic Church but is not limited to
it. It is a combination of apostate Protestantism, Romanism and
Atheism. It is the huge Ecumenical church of the last days.

- Rome is taking the leadership in forming it and it will be
headquartered in Rome. See verses 9 & 13.

- Verse 5 calls it the “mother of harlots” so it is older than Romanism
which did not exist until the 4™ century.

- The godless teachings of this harlot church originated in the first
worldwide empire of Babylon. Thus the title “Mystery Babylon”.

Verse 15 gives us the meaning of “many waters”.

Vs. 2 The influence if this false religious system reaches the upper part of
society. She has prostituted herself to many for worldly gain.

Vs. 3 She is aligned with a supported by the antichrist, for she is seen sitting
upon a scarlet colored beast. Verse 8 identifies this beast as the antichrist.

Vs. 4 Here we see the great wealth of this harlot church. We hardly have to
mention the wealth of false religion today.

Vs. 6 This false church will be responsible for the deaths of many of the
saints in the first half of the tribulation period.
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There is also a Historical point that needs to be made here. It is estimated
that the Roman Catholic Church has been responsible for the deaths of as
many as 50,000,000 Christians in its religious purging of the past. The
Spanish Inquisition, the Stake and the Torture Chamber are all history.
Every Christian should read “Foxe’s Book of Martyrs”.

Vs. 7 Here the angel begins to reveal the vision to John.

Most of verse 7-11 have been discussed in previous chapters and will be
mentioned only briefly here.

Vs. 8 Refer to the detailed discussion of 11:7

Vs. 9 This identifies the place where the woman was as Rome.

Vs. 10-11 Refer to the discussion of 13:1. Remember, | see these as
kingdoms. Some see here the leaders of the Roman Empire, Julius Caesar,
Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero and then Domitian. However, there are

real problems with this view.

Vs. 12 These are the kings that are seen as the ten toes on the image in the
vision of Daniel 2. They represent the “United State of Europe”.

Vs. 13-14 These kings give their power to the beast and will be destroyed
with him at the battle of Armageddon.

Vs. 16-17 The beast and his kings destroy the harlot church in the middle of
the tribulation period. The only worship allowed in the last 3 ¥2 years will be
the worship of the beast.

Humanly speaking, these kings realize they have been used and made
puppets by the papal system of the harlot church.
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REVELATION CHAPTER 18

This chapter details the destruction of political, commercial Babylon. As
has been discussed previously, this is the literal city Babylon. In the
previous chapter we saw the destruction of the religious aspect of Babylon
(Rome) by the beast and his army. That destruction took place in the middle
of the tribulation. The destruction of the city of Babylon itself in this
chapter occurs at the end of the tribulation and is destroyed by Christ.

Vs. 1 This verse introduces another angel who bears the glory of God. The
thought of a different time period between chapter 17 and 18 is further
strengthened by the announcement by different angels. Compare 17:1 and
18:1

Vs. 2 This fall had been briefly foretold in 14:8 and again in 16:19. This
fall is justified because Babylon is the seat of satan and his demons.

“foul” and “bird” are words used symbolically in scripture to reference satan
and demonic angels. Matt. 13:31-32; Mark 4:15; Luke 8:12

Vs. 3 This is the capitol of a worldwide empire. All nations had partaken of
her sin and had gotten rich through commerce with her.

Vs. 4 Here is a clear call to separation. In its primary interpretation it is
prophetic, addressed to the tribulation saints of that day. However, it is also
a warning to believers of our day. The call to separation has come to people
of God in every age.

- Abraham (Genesis 12:1)

- Lot (Genesis 19:12-14)

- Moses (Numbers 16:23-26)

- Israel (Isaiah 48:20; Jeremiah 50:8)

- Church (2 Cor. 6:14,17; 1 Tim. 5:22)

Vs. 5 The iniquity of Babylon is full and the time is at hand for God to
exercise His plan for judgment.

Vs. 6 At least part of the meaning of “double” is the double judgment of

religious Babylon (Rome) in chapter 17 and of political, commercial
Babylon here.
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Vs. 7 Notice here how the city and its people were lifted up in pride.
Proverbs 29:23; 16:18; 11:12; | John 2:16

Vs. 8 The destruction comes swiftly. Not only does the destruction come in
“one day” as stated here, but in one hour of that day. verses 10,17,19

Vs. 9-19 These verses show the agony of the worlds merchants over the
loss of their riches. See Matt. 16:26; James 5:1-6; | Tim. 6:8-10

Verse thirteen of this portion is of particular interest!!

Vs. 20 As the destruction of Babylon brings great wailing and sorrow to the
earth dwellers, it brings great joy to the residents of heaven.

Vs. 21 Here we have a symbolic picture which again illustrates swiftness
and completeness of Babylon’s destruction. Many Old Testament
prophecies are fulfilled with this verse. See Is. 27:1; Jer. 51:41-42, 63-64

Vs. 22-23  All the normal daily activities of life have ceased forever in the
city. But, not in this city only but all the cities of the world!

The latter part of verse 23 again brings before us the satanic activity
associated with the antichrist. For Old Testament prophecies concerning
destruction of Babylon see Is. 13-14; Jer. 50-51.

Vs. 24 Remember, in the last 3 ¥ years of the tribulation this had been the

headquarters of the beast’s war against the people of God whether Jew or
Gentile.
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REVELATION CHAPTER 19

The chapter before us naturally divides itself into two parts. The first ten
verses is a heavenly scene and deals with the joy of the people of God. The
balance of the chapter is a judgment scene taking place on earth.

This chapter opens with four Alleluias in verses 1, 3, 4 and 6.

Vs. 1 It appears that this verse is in response to the instruction of 18:20.
Here the apostles and prophets of the past along with the church age and
tribulation saints rejoice in the judgment of the world system that persecuted
them. At last, all the injustices, all the oppressions, all the violence and
murder against the people of God and against the innocent, are to be brought
to public, official judgment in the destruction of the godless world system.
Psalm 73:17-18; Galatians 6:9

Sinners seem to be getting away with it for a while, and sin seems to be
good, but the end will always come. Proverbs 5:4-5; 23:32

Vs. 2-3  Here we have the righteous judgment of God on the great whore. It
seems that the burning of the city brought on by the earthquake starts on
earth and continues in hell for verse 3 says “her smoke rose up for ever and
ever”.

Vs. 4-6 Here we have the unanimous declaration of the heavenly host. In
verse 4 we have the same group we meet in chapter 4.

Verse 6 tells us that the combined voice of the heavenly host was as “many
waters” and “mighty thunderings”.

Never forget dear Saint!
“THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH”
Vs. 7-8 Here is the marriage of the Lamb. Weddings are happy occasions.

They mean that love matches love. They mean permanent union of the
beloved ones to each other.
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This is the full and final union between Christ and His Church for all
eternity.

The Bridegroom is the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 9:15; 22:1-13; 25:1-10;
John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Ephesians 5:23-32

The Bride is the Church. Ephesians 5:22-32; 2 Cor. 11:2

“hath made herself ready” — There are several aspects to this thought.

- When the Bride first appeared in heaven, she had spots, wrinkles
and blemishes according to Ephesians 5:27. However, the
judgment seat of Christ removed all imperfection.

- All that is left after the judgment seat is “fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints”. Isaiah
61:10

- Soina very real sense the wedding garment is of our own making!

- Of course, we will also be clothed in the imputed righteousness of
Christ. Phil. 3:9; Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3

This will be a time of unparalleled rejoicing when the rafters of the universe
will quiver with the joyful praise and adoration of the Bride for the
Bridegroom.

Vs. 9 Here we have the marriage supper. This supper is separate from the
ceremony. There are guests at the supper for the bible says “blessed are they
which are called”.

| believe the guests will be all Old Testament and Tribulation Saints.
Remember the words of John the Baptist in John 3:29.

Vs. 10 “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. This is teaching
us that the very heart of prophecy is to reveal and make much of Christ. O,
how many have erred on this point!

The balance of the chapter will now deal with the Battle of Armageddon and
the destruction of the antichrist and false prophet.

Vs. 11 Here we have the second of two openings in the book of

Revelation. These two openings mark a clear distinction between Christ’s
coming for His saints and His coming with His saints.
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Christ comes for His saints at the Rapture in 4:1.

This verse unfolds the Revelation of Christ where He comes back with the
saints.

Christ is seen on a “white horse” which is the mount of victorious Generals
and Kings.

Christ is “Faithful and True in contrast to satan who is a liar and deceiver.

Vs. 12 This vision takes us back to the vision of chapter 1. Perhaps this
name is the same as 3:12.

Vs. 13 It seems that the vesture dipped in blood anticipates the bloodshed
to follow.

“Word of God” John 1:1-14; 14:7-11

Vs. 14 The army is, | believe, all saints of all ages. | do not limit it to the
Church.

Vs. 15 “Sharp Sword” is the Word of God. Heb. 4:12; 2 Thes. 2:8; Isaiah
11:4. Notice that only Christ Himself is involved in the conflict. His army
Is watching. The winepress imagery takes our minds back to 14:14-20

Vs. 16 He will now claim His rightful place. Zechariah 14:9

Vs. 17-19, 21 This is the conquest of Armageddon

- All the armies of all the world will be killed here. 16:14;
19:19

- The blood will flow several feet deep for 200 miles! 14:20

- The birds will literally feast on the bodies of dead soldiers.
Vs. 17,18,21

Vs. 20 In this verse we have the final defeat and the eternal doom of the
antichrist and false prophet.
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REVELATION CHAPTER 20

Vs. 1 Inthese verses we have the imprisonment of satan for a thousand
years. Here an angel is given the authority “key” of the bottomless pit.

This “bottomless pit” was discussed in detail in 9:1-2. It is also mentioned
in9:11; 11:7; 17:8.

Vs. 2 This angel forcibly binds satan. | don’t know who this angel is but |
like to think it is Michael!

Vs. 3 Here the devil is cast in, shut up and sealed for the thousand years.
After the millennium he will be released for a short time. The casting of
satan into the pit was prophesied in Isaiah 24:21-22.

“little season” — We don’t know exactly how long this amount of time is.
However, in light of the fact that the “hour” of 17:12 is several years long,
we assume this is also a period of some yeatrs.

Vs. 4-6 These verses bring before us the millennial (1,000 year) reign, a
time in which Christ will rule on the earth.

The saints will rule with him!!

In verses 2-7 of this chapter the term “thousand” is used six times. It means
thousand!

Verse 4 brings before us this thought of reigning with Christ. The following
passages give insight on this subject. Rev. 5:10; 2:26-28; 3:12-21; | Thess.
4:13-18; 2 Tim. 2:12, also verse 6 of this chapter.

I would like to offer several thoughts about this matter of “judging” as set
forth in verse 4.

- Church age saints who have been rewarded at the judgment seat of
Christ will judge. See | Corinthians 6:2; Daniel 7:22

- The twelve Apostles will judge the twelve tribes of Israel. Matt.
19:28
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Other realms of authority will be assigned in proportion to
faithfulness. Luke 19:11-27; Matt. 25:14-30

The latter part of this verse shows that tribulation saints reign also.
See 5:10

The phrase “they lived” references a bodily resurrection of tribulation saints.

Concerning the “first resurrection” in verses 5-6, | refer you to the notes of

11:18.

| would now like to discuss the conditions on earth during the millennium.
The following is a list of some of those conditions.

Christ will be the undisputed King reigning over the earth from
Jerusalem. Jer. 23:5; Luke 1:30-33; Isaiah 2:1-4.

The nations of the world will come yearly to worship Christ at
Jerusalem. Zechariah 14:16; Isaiah 2

The earth will be restored to its pre-curse condition as to plants and
animals. Romans 8:18-23; Is. 35:1; 55:13; 11:6-9; 17-25.

Consider this quote from the preacher scientist Dr. Henry Morris:
“The violent earthquake and upheavals will have leveled all the
polluted cities of a sinful world, the better to facilitate the erection of
new, clean, peaceful communities at the beginning of the millennium.
The great land movements will also have eliminated the great
mountain ranges and islands of the world, filling up the ocean depths
and restoring gentle, globally habitable topography and geography
all over the world, as it had been in the antediluvian age, before the
cataclysmic upheavals of the great Deluge. As Isaiah the prophet had
foretold, “Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill
shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough places plain” (Isaiah 40:4)”

There will be no outward sin. Psalm 46:9; Isaiah 2:4
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- There will be a complete knowledge of God. Is. 11:2, 9; 41:19-20;
54:13; Habakkuk 2:14

- There will be no sickness of death (except as punishment) at that time.
Is. 33:24; Jer.: 30:17; Ezekiel 34:16; Is. 65:17-25

- There will be a unified language. Zephaniah 3:9
- There will be universal labor and economic prosperity. Is. 4:1; 35:1-2,

7: 30:23-25; 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jer. 31:5; Ez. 48:18-19; Joel 2:21-27:
Amos 9:13-14

Vs. 7-10 The final conflict on earth and the eternal damnation of satan is
seen in these verses.

Verse 7 identifies the time period. It is at the end of the 1,000 year reign.

Verse 8 could be used to refute the dumb ideas of the socialist of our day.
Putting someone in a better environment does not make them better. This
period was preceded by a thousand year utopia.

V.9 See Malachi 4:1

While there is no doubt as to the time period of this war, there is much
discussion as to who Gog and Magog are and if these are the same people or
nations mentioned in Ezekiel 38-39. Ezekiel 39:2 causes me to firmly
believe that they cannot be the same. Refer to our study in chapter six.

A close comparison of details between Ezekiel 38-39 with this passage will
show them to be different.

Vs. 10 The devil will burn forever in the lake of fire with the beast and false
prophet.

Vs. 11-15 Here we have the “Great White Throne Judgment”. Several
general thoughts should be noted here.

This is a judgment of lost people only. It is not to determine if they are lost
but rather to determine the degree of their eternal punishment.
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Do no confuse this with the Judgment Seat of Christ where only saved
people are in view.

This takes place at the end of the millennial reign and just before the start of
the eternal state.

Vs. 11 The judge is Christ. John 5:22; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:16

This is where 1l Peter 3:7, 10-12 and Matt. 24:35 will be fulfilled. See also |
Tim. 6:16.

Vs. 12 All the lost dead will be there both “small and great”. This will
include the famous and the infamous; those who had a large following and
those whose names are unknown; those whose names were synonymous
with sin and those whose sin was completely hidden. See Christ’s word of
John 5:29.

“books” — We really know very little about these books. The Bible indicates
here that the works of the lost have been recorded in them. See also verse 13.

“another book was opened” — This book is identified here and in verse 15 as
the “Book of Life”. | will simply refer you to our detailed study of the
“Book of Life” in 3:5.

Men are judged and punished in eternity “according to their works” in verses
12 and 13.

Contrary to what you may have heard and think, in eternity, men will suffer
different degrees of punishment.

All sin is not the same. John 19:11
Vs. 13 The bodies of the lost dead are delivered up from every place.

Vs. 14-15 The eternal destiny of lost people will be in the same place as
“their father the devil”.

Where is the lake of fire? It seems unlikely that it would be on the new earth
(11 Peter 3:13) and it could not be on the present earth (11 Peter 3:10). It may
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well be on some far corner of the universe. Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:26-30;
Jude 13; Il Peter 2:17
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REVELATION CHAPTER 21

Most of the last two chapters of Revelation bring before us a thrilling
glimpse of the eternal state. The exception of this is 22:6ff which contains
general closing exhortations.

Vs. 1 The eternal state will see a new heaven and earth. This was
prophesied in the Old Testament. Isaiah 66:22; 65:17 It is further attested to
in the New Testament. Matt. 19:28; 2 Peter 3:10-13.

“no more sea” — Today’s earth surface is 3/4 water. There will be a new
arrangement in eternity.

Vs. 2 Here is the fascinating introduction of the “New Jerusalem”.
This city has a special connection with the church age saints. Vs. 9-10

The eternal city is not only the home of the Bride, it is the Bride. A city is
not only buildings, it is people. From the viewpoint of the people in it, the
New Jerusalem is the Lamb’s wife. From the standpoint of the place, it is an
actual city.

| am persuaded this is the place our Lord was speaking of in John 14:2-3.

Vs. 3 “tabernacle” means the place where God dwells. We will dwell with
Him for eternity.

Notice the “no mores” in these closing chapters.

No more sea (21:1)

No More death (21:4; | Cor. 15:26)
No more sorrow (21:4)

No more crying (21:4: Ps. 30:5)
No more pain (21:4)

No temple (21:22)

No sun, moon, night (21:23: 22:5)
No more curse (22:3)

141



Vs. 4 See lIs. 25:8-9
Vs. 5 These “no mores” are the things made new.

Presumably all things will be made new and stay new!!! The entropy law
will be “repealed” and nothing will wear out, decay or age.

It may well be that the “apparent age” of each person in the resurrection may
be in say, his or her early thirties!!!

Vs. 6 “Itis done” — Christ’s plan for the final redemption of the Church,
Israel, Heaven and Earth is consummated with the final Revelations of these
chapters.

“Alpha and Omega” — The first and last letters in the Greek alphabet.
Vs. 7 Do you remember the overcomers in chapters 2-3? See | John 5:4-5

Vs. 8 There is a prepared place for those mentioned in this verse but it is not
the “Holy Jerusalem”. The listing here is a reference to the sins of
unbelievers in the tribulation and after. | refer you to our study in chapter 9.
I am glad that according to | Cor. 6:9-11 these sins can be forgiven as long
as one has life.

Vs. 9-10 These verses raise a very thought provoking question. Why is
another picture of the New Jerusalem, almost identical to the one in verse 2,
seen here?

The introduction of this vision by one of the vial angels seems to be a key.

| believe that from 21:9 through 22:5 God is giving us a picture of the New
Jerusalem as it relates to the millennial Kingdom on earth. 21:1-8 is related
to eternity.

The New Jerusalem cannot be a picture of conditions on earth during the
millennium for the following reasons:

- There is no temple in the New Jerusalem while there is one during the
millennium. Compare Rev. 21:22 — Ez. 40-48.
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- There is no night in the New Jerusalem while there is in the
millennium. Compare Rev. 21:25 — Is. 30:26; 60:19-20

- There is no death in the New Jerusalem while there is limited death in
the millennium. Compare Rev. 21:4 —Is. 65:20

- The length of the millennial reign is 1,000 years while this reign is
forever. Compare Rev. 20:4 — Rev. 22:5

Here is the scene as | understand it. The “New Jerusalem” hovers over the
earth during the millennium and is the home of Church Age Saints and
resurrected Old Testament and Tribulation Saints.

Church Age Saints will already be in our eternal state throughout the
millennium.

This helps explain the otherwise difficult problem of the dwelling place of
resurrected beings during the time of the millennium when others on earth
will be in physical bodies and living ordinary lives.

After the millennium, the city will be moved for the purging of the heaven
and earth and come back to sit on the earth for the eternal state.

Vs. 11 Beginning with this verse we are told of the glory of the city.
Everything in this Holy City expresses the many sided Glory of God.
It is God’s glory that gives it light and makes it what it is. 21:11, 23

Some Bible commentators feel that as the city hovers over the earth, it gives
the appearance of a huge crystal shinning its glories on the earth!

Vs. 12 The wall is 216 feet tall. See vs. 17
The gates are each made of a single pearl. See vs. 21

The names of the twelve tribes on the gates and the twelve apostles on the
foundations show an association of all saints with this city.

Vs. 15 To measure means to accept it. See 11:1-2
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Vs. 16 The city is almost 1,500 miles square, 1,342 miles to be exact! That
is 3/4 the size of the United States.

The cities walls are jasper (vs. 18) which is a clear crystal. The city itself
and the streets (vs. 18, 21) are made of pure gold as clear as crystal. The
light of God’s glory will shine throughout the city resembling a huge Holy
of Holies.

Vs. 19 Foundations are usually underground, but not this one. The colors of
the stones are as follows:

Jasper — clear crystal
Sapphire — blue

Chalcedony — greenish blue
Emerald — green

Sardonyx — white streaked with brown
Sardus - red

Chrysolyte — yellow quartz
Beryl — green

Topaz — yellow green
Chrysoprasus — golden tinted
Jacinth — blue

Amethyst — purple

Vs. 24, 26 The mention of nations in these verses suggest there will be
people on the new earth. Is. 66:22

Vs. 25 There is no need to shut the gate for only saved may enter here.

Vs. 27 The New Jerusalem will never be defiled by anything that is unclean
or wholly.
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REVELATION CHAPTER 22

The first five verses of this chapter continue the thought began in 21:9.
Some aspects of these verses have already been mentioned.

Vs. 1-2 These verses bring before us the fact that in the eternal city we will
have access to both water and food though it is unlikely we will have to have
either.

It seems that both the thought of water and food symbolize abundant life in
the glorious city.

These verses also show that within the city of environment will be as a
beautiful garden.

Concerning this “pure river of water of life” it should be noted that since
there is “no more sea” (Rev. 21:1) the exhaustible waters of this mighty river
will supply whatever hydrologic needs the new earth may have. The phrase
“clear as crystal” is used to describe the water. This is the same phrase used
to describe the jasper stone in the walls of the city (Rev. 21:1) and a similar
phrase “like unto crystal”” was used to describe the sea of glass in Rev. 4:6.
The thought seems to be that all of these things are free from all impurities,
clear and sparking in radiance, which speaks of the character and glories of
their divine creator.

Concerning the “Tree of Life” in verse 2, | believe that this is probably the
same tree that God had planted in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9).

In verse 3 the age long curse if gone forever. What greater privilege could
we have than that of serving our omnipotent creator and everlasting King!!!

Vs. 6 The angel again speaks to John to assure him that these things are
indeed true and not just dreams, allegories or symbols with unknown
meanings.

The word “shortly” was discussed in Rev. 1:1. | would however add an
additional thought here. When all is done, that is the tribulation and
millennium, and we are in eternity, even the 1007+ years it took to
accomplish it will seem like a very brief amount of time.
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Vs. 7 Divine blessing is here promised to those who hold fast, guard the
saying of this book. See Rev. 1:3

Vs. 8 John gives another personal assurance to his readers. Remember,
those first readers know him personally and loved and honored him.

John is overwhelmed with it all'! However, the mistake made here was the
same as he made in 19:10 and resulted in the same rebuke from the angel. |
believe John’s intent was to worship God, not the angel.

We are never to worship anything or anyone other than God Himself. Col
1:18; Acts 12:21-23; Daniel 4:28-37; Is. 14:12-15; John 4:24

Vs. 7,12, 20 These verses present us with the three fold promise of His
coming

Vs. 10 Many things we do not know about Revelation is because of our
weakness. They are knowable!

Notice the contrast between all that has been given to us thru John in
Revelation and all that was given thru Daniel in his prophecy. (Dan. 12:4)
Remember, Daniel’s prophecy has been unsealed in the pages of the
revelation. All that has been given is to and for the church and is urgently
needed for this day.

Vs. 11 Notice that this verse is set between verse 7 and 12 which both
proclaim the soon return of our Saviour. | offer the following observations
from this verse.

- The coming of Christ will be swift. There will be no opportunity for
men to change their lives and they will, therefore, be caught as they
are.

- The same Gospel which results in the salvation of some results in
increased hardness from others. 1 Cor. 1:18; 11 Cor. 2:16

- When Christ comes men and women will be forever in eternity as they

are then. Itis a simple division of all mankind that is taught in the
word of God, righteous and just or unrighteous and unjust.
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- The sins of lost men are to a large extent their own punishment and
torment. Daniel 12:10; Romans 1:22-32

Vs. 12 Of the six times in Revelation that Christ promises to come quickly,
two are a warning (Rev. 2:5 & 16) and four are a promised blessing. (Rev.
3:11; 22:7, 12, 20) This emphasizes expectancy, urgency and imminence.
When He comes all men, both righteous and unrighteous, will be rewarded
according to their works.

Vs. 13 This verse is the fourth time the Lord Jesus Christ calls Himself by
this wonderful name, twice at the beginning of the book and twice at the
end. (Rev. 1.8 & 11; 21:6; 22:13) He is the Creator and He is the
Consummator. Col. 1.7

Vs. 14-15 The word here gives us a contrast between those who do God’s
commandments and enter the city and those who reject His word and are
excluded from it.

Vs. 14 This is the seventh and last of the great “beatitudes” of Revelation.
Rev. 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7

Remember, one is not saved by keeping commandments; however, the
characteristic of the saved is that they do keep His commandments or words.
John 14:15; John 15:10; 1 John 2:3-4; 1 John 3:23

Vs. 15 | refer you to our study in chapter 9 for a complete list of sins given
in the Revelation.

Vs. 16 “root and offspring of David” — This shows the eternality of Christ.
Matt. 22:41-45; Is. 11:1. 1 also refer you back to our study in 5:5. Only an
eternal God could be both an ancestor and a descendant of the same person.
And only the God/man could do that!!

“Bright and Morning Star” Num. 24:17; Rev. 2:28. The title as used here
seems to be announcing the soon arrival of Christ for his church.

“Bright and Morning Star” — This is the only place in the entire bible where

this title is used as Christ. It would therefore seem that special significance
Is attached to its usage here at the end of God’s written revelation to man.
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The Lord Jesus Christ is the true one who will herald the dawn of eternal
day.

Vs. 17 An invitation for all to be ready for Christ.

Here is a twofold plea from the Holy Spirit and the Bride. It seems that they
could not contain the overwhelming emotions brought forth from the titles of
Christ in the previous verses. They plea for Him (Christ) to come for them
and they also plea for the world to come to Christ. The invitation is open, as
always, for whosoever will.

Man today scoffs at the thought of His coming saying “where is the promise
of His coming?” (11 Peter 3:4) The Bible responds with the words of Il Peter
3:9 & 15.

Vs. 18-19 These two verses contain one of the most serious warnings and
sober indictments in all the Word of God. This book has been the revealing
of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have seen Christ in the work of creation, in His
work of controlling all that has been created and final in bringing all that
creation to its consumption. Those who would pervert this view of Christ
will suffer the eternal punishment stated in these verses.

Vs. 20-21 How fitting that the final two verses bring before us both His
imminent coming and His infinite grace.

If every thought of man was written down and put in the form of multiple
lists, the beginning of every list should say that Jesus Christ is Lord of Lords
and King of Kings. He has redeemed us by His precious blood. He is
coming again and coming soon.

Halleluiah, Praise His name, for He is worthy!!!
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THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIBULATION

During the seven year tribulation period, all the great determinative purposes
of God will begin to be brought to their fulfillment and culmination. A
natural question arises as we consider all that the book of Revelation says
about the tribulation period. Why is God going to bring the tribulation
period on the earth? The following statements will answer this question.

- | believe that first and foremost God is preparing the nation of Israel to
receive Jesus Christ as her promised Messiah. Jeremiah makes this clear
by referring to it as “the time of Jacob’s trouble”. (Jeremiah 30:7)
Stanton shows the Jewish character of the entire period as follows: The
tribulation is primarily Jewish. This fact is borne out by Old Testament
Scriptures (Deut. 4:30; Jere. 30:7; Ezek. 20:37; Dan. 12:1; Zech. 13:8-
9), by the Olivet Discourse of Christ (Matt. 24:9-26), and by the book of
Revelation itself (Rev. 7:4-8: 12;1-2; 17, etc.) It concerns ““Daniel’s
people,” the coming of “false Messiah,” the preaching of the *““gospel of
the kingdom,”” flight on the **Sabbath,”” the temple and the ““holy place,”
the land of Judea, the city of Jerusalem, the twelve “tribes of the children
of Israel,” the “son of Moses,” ““signs” in the heavens, the “covenant”
with the Beast, the ““sanctuary,” the “sacrifice and the oblation” of the
temple ritual-these all speak of Israel and prove that the tribulation is
largely a time when God deals with His ancient people prior to their
entrance into the promised kingdom. The many Old Testament
prophecies yet to be fulfilled for Israel further indicates a future time
when God will deal with this nation (Deut. 30:1-6; Jer. 30:8-10, etc.)

- The second great purpose of the tribulation is to pour judgment and wrath
on unbelieving men and nations. Rev. 3:10 declares “I also will keep
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to
try them that dwell upon the earth”. See also Jer. 25: 32-33; Isa. 26:21; 1l
Thes. 2:12; Rev. 6:15; Rev. 16:9 .

While the above two thoughts represent the main purpose of the tribulation,
other important aspects come into play.

- The rapture, prior to the tribulation, will bring to a close the church age.
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Jesus Christ will redeem the earth from the dominion of satan. Man had
lost dominion to satan all the way back in the Garden of Eden. Part of
this redemption will include the removal of the curse from all of creation.
Romans 8

The Word of God will be shown to be true in all it says. Centuries old
prophecies will be fulfilled down to the very last detail.
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THE PREMILLENNIAL POSITION

The premillennial position is that there will be a literal 1,000 year reign of
Christ upon this earth. Christ Himself will rule over that kingdom from His
throne in Jerusalem.

While there are individual verses that speak of this 1,000 year reign, the
basis for premillennial doctrine is in the literal interpretation of scripture and
in the great covenants of the Old Testament. For specific mention of the
1,000 years see Revelation 20:1-7. Other references are Zech. 14:16; Is. 2:1-
4;11:3-4; Ps. 2 & 72, Jer. 31:28-37; Ezek. 48 and literally hundreds of other
references.

Both the premillennial and pretribulational positions rest on one major
premise - the literal method of interpretation of the scriptures. Even some
amillenialists admit that if the literal method of interpretation is applied to
the bible that it does indeed teach a premillennial doctrine. A literal
interpretation sees a clear distinction between Israel and the church and
demands a literal 1,000 year reign so that the conditions of God’s four great
eternal covenants with Israel can see a complete fulfillment. | will briefly
list the basic concepts of these covenants so that you might study them
further.

- The Abrahamic Covenant. This covenant was made with Abraham in
Genesis 12:1-3 and then detailed in Gen. 12:6-7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21. In
its most general sense this covenant promises to the nation of Israel a
national land.

- The Palestinian Covenant — This covenant is stated in Deut. 30:1-10. See
also Ezekiel 20:33-37; 42-44. This covenant has to do with Israel’s
assurance of final permanent restoration to the land.

- The Davidic Covenant — This promise was made by God to David and is
given in Il Samuel 7:12-16. See also Jer. 33:20-21; 31:35-37. This
covenant has to do with promises of dynasty, nation and throne.

- The New Covenant — The New Covenant promised to Israel is stated in
Jeremiah 33:31-34 and deals with Israel’s spiritual blessing and
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redemption. There are also New Testament references to this covenant
such as Hebrews 8:6-13.

All four of these covenants are eternal covenants that carry the “I will” of
Almighty God. The “I will” of God means that they do not depend on the
action of man but will be carried out to their complete fulfillment by the
determinative will of God. There has to be a literal kingdom reign

(millennium or 1,000 year) so that all provisions of these covenants can be
fulfilled.
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THE PRE-TRIBULATION POSITION

The Pre-Tribulational position stated in its simplest form is that the
tribulation period is a time of wrath from which the church has been
promised deliverance.

The Lord Jesus Christ will rapture the church before the tribulation period
starts.

The above position is proven by the following:

- The tribulation period is a time of wrath. Zeph. 1:15, 18; | Thess.
1:10; 5:9; Rev. 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:10, 19; 15:1, 7; 16:1, 19. That the
tribulation period is a time of God’s wrath, cannot be disputed if one
accepts the clear statements of the word of God.

- The church has been promised deliverance from this time of wrath. |
Thess. 5:9 is the most important single verse of scripture in the bible
to prove the pre-tribulational position.

Revelation 3:10 is also a clear promise that the church will be kept from the
“hour of temptation” which is the tribulation period.

Revelation 4:1 should also be noted here. The rapture takes place in this
portion of scripture and it must be recognized that the church is not seen on
earth again throughout the entire tribulation period. If the church was going
to be involved in the tribulation that would have been shown in the multitude
of details given in Revelation.

For further study on the tribulation period, please consider the following:

It is a time of judgment. Rev. 14:7; 15:4; 16:5 & 7; 19:2

It is a time of indignation. Is. 26:20-21; 34:1-3

It is a time of trial. Rev. 3:10

It is a time of trouble. Jer. 30:7; Zeph. 1:14-15; Dan. 12:1
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It is a time of destruction. Joel 1:15; | Thess. 5:3

It is a time of darkness. Joel 2:2; Amos 5:8; Zeph. 1:14-18

It is a time of overturning. Is. 24:1-4, 19-21

It is a time of punishment. Is. 24:20-21
No passage can be found to alleviate to any degree whatsoever the severity

of this time that shall come upon the earth. Thank God, the church will be
gone!!l
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EARTHQUAKES AND OTHER CONVULSIONS OF
NATURE

The world has never seen a time of continual “natural disaster” as will be
experienced during the tribulation period. All the normal processes that
relate to the earth, sea, heavens and animals will be disrupted and see great
convulsions during this seven year period.

The following will show the earthquakes that take place in the tribulation
and approximately when they take place. Note that three are called “great”
earthquakes.

Revelation 6:12
“Great earthquake” — This one takes place very early in the tribulation.

Revelation 8:5
This occurs around the midway point of the first 3 %2 years.

Revelation 11:13
“Great earthquake” — This is one of the numerous events to take place at the
middle of the tribulation.

Revelation 11:19
This occurs at the middle of the last 3 %2 years.

Revelation 16:18
“Great earthquake” — This earthquake destroys every city on earth (except
Jerusalem) and takes place very near the end of the tribulation period.

As can bee seen from the above, earthquakes will occur throughout the
tribulation period. Take note though!!! They are not merely “natural
disasters” but are supernaturally controlled by Almighty God. The same is
true today. The bible declares, in reference to Jesus Christ “and He is before
all things, and by Him all things consist” (Colossians 1:17). This verse
teaches that Christ holds all things together by His omnipotent power. If an
earthquake occurs today or during the tribulation it is because He allows it
by conscious determination of His will.
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The following will list other unusual events that relate to natural processes
during the tribulation time. These occur because Christ is using them as part
of His judgment/redemption process.

6:8

=
o
ol

“Beasts of the earth” — | personally find this to be one of the
most intriguing thoughts in all the book of Revelation. The
word best means wild, dangerous or venomous.

Sun black as sack cloth

Moon becomes as blood

Stars of heaven fall; heaven departs as a scroll

Every mountain and island moved

Voices, thunderings, lightening (all on earth see and hear!)

Hail and fire mingled with blood
1/3 of trees and grass burned up

Great burning mass cast into sea
1/3 of sea becomes blood

1/3 of creatures in sea die

1/3 of ships destroyed

Great burning star falls upon rivers and fountains of water
1/3 of all fresh water poisoned

1/3 of sun, moon, stars smitten
Lose 1/3 of their light

Sun and air darkened by smoke from bottomless pit
Drought for 3 ¥ years

Lightening, voices, thunderings and great hail
Voices and thunder from heaven

Heaven opens to reveal the temple of the tabernacle

Vial poured upon earth and a grievous sore comes on those who
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16:10
16:12
16:18-21

19:11

received the mark of the beast

Sea becomes as the blood of a dead man and all life in sea dies.
All fresh water becomes blood

Sun radiates blasts of heat that scorch men

Supernatural darkness that causes great pain

Euphrates River dries up

Voices, thunders, lightening and 100 pound hail

Heaven opens and Christ appears on a white horse
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WAR IN THE TRIBULATION/REVELATION

The tribulation period will be a time of ceaseless warfare that is unparalleled
in human history!! Every nation that can field an army will be involved in
war at some point of this period. The armies that fight will sometimes be
human and sometimes they will be demonic. Literally billions of people will
be killed either directly or indirectly as a result of these battles.

Over the years as | have listened to what people say about the tribulation and
in some cases read what they have written, | have come to the conclusion
that many have two incorrect perceptions of the tribulation period.

The first misconception is that the first 3 % years of the tribulation is not
going to be that bad. This is not the case, half the world’s population will be
Killed in this period and unspeakable horrible judgments from God will be
visited upon the earth!!!

The second misconception is that the antichrist will actually bring about an

extended time of peace. He will not! He will talk it but not produce it. The
only peace he makes a reality is in a period of time between the rapture and

the signing of the covenant with Israel!! (See the section on “Time Gaps in

Revelation”). The bible is very clear that in the tribulation proper war starts
at the very beginning with the opening of the first seal.

The following is a complete list of all wars referred to in the Book of
Revelation. These references are given in order and following each is a brief
description and a time perspective.

Revelation 6:2-8

This warfare begins with the opening of the first seal judgment at the very
beginning of the tribulation period. The primary focus of these campaigns is
perhaps the first two years of the tribulation. However, the general
conditions of war will carry throughout the tribulation period. The Battle of
Gog and Magog (Ex. 38-39) though not specifically mentioned in
Revelation, would be added here.
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Revelation 9:13-21
This is a demonic army who kills 1/3 of the world’s population. This
warfare lasts 13 months and ends at the middle of the tribulation period.

Revelation 11:2
This is general warfare that last the entire last 3 % years of the tribulation.

Revelation 11:7
This has reference to the killing of God’s two special witnesses. This occurs
at the midway point of the tribulation.

Revelation 12:7-9
This heavenly warfare ends at the midway point of the tribulation. My
position is that it started at the rapture!

Revelation 12:13-17
This is extremely violent, intense slaughter and persecution that carries
throughout the final 3 % years of the tribulation.

Revelation 13:7
The beast, who is now a world leader, carries out this campaign for the last 3
Y years.

Revelation 14:14-20
This is the Battle of Armageddon at the end of the tribulation.

Revelation 16:12-16
Battle of Armageddon

Revelation 17:14-6
Battle of Armageddon

Revelation 19:11-21
This is the Battle of Armageddon. The end of this battle marks the end of
the tribulation period.
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Revelation 20:2-9
This final battle is not part of the tribulation period because it takes place

after the 1,000 year reign. Remember, this is the absolute final battle to be
fought on earth and occurs immediately prior to the institution of the eternal
state.
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TIME GAPS IN REVELATION

There are, | believe, three time gaps that relate to the prophetic events of the
Book of Revelation.

GAP #1
There is a period of time between the rapture of the church and the
beginning of the tribulation period.

Many object immediately to this statement because they have always heard
that the rapture will take place and then the tribulation period will begin. |
have made the statement hundreds or thousands of times and still consider it
a valid generalization. However, it is not completely accurate from a
scriptural perspective.

| offer the following:

- The Bible teaches that it is the peace covenant that is signed between
Israel and the antichrist and not the rapture of the church that marks the
beginning of the tribulation. Daniel 9:27

- The Bible teaches that the antichrist comes on the scene as a man of
peace. Daniel 8:25. Since he is not revealed until after the rapture (11
Thess. 2) and since there is no peace during the tribulation period proper
(Rev. 6) there must be some period of time between the rapture and the
start of the tribulation (marked by the signing of the covenant) for him to
convince the world that he can indeed produce peace. It is indeed ironic
to note that there is no peace from the time he signs the “peace covenant”
onward. The devil never makes good on his promises and the antichrist
Is controlled by the devil!!

- | do not know how long this gap will be. It could be weeks, months or
years. | guess it is one or two years.

165



GAP #2

This period of time is between the Battle of Armageddon (which marks the
end of the tribulation) and the beginning of the millennial kingdom. I do not
know how long this period is but some time must be allowed for the
judgment of the living nations (Matthew 25) to take place.

GAP #3
This time period will be between the end of the millennial kingdom (1,000
year reign) and the beginning of the eternal state.

- Satan in loosed from the bottomless pit “when the thousand years are
expired” (Rev. 20:7) to goes out to deceive the nations. This is probably
a period of some years when it is considered that the “one hour” (Rev.
17:12) is a period of 3 % years.

- Time is allowed in this gap for the final conflict to be fought (Rev. 20:8-
9), the devil to be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10), the Great White
Throne Judgment to take place (Rev. 20:11-15) and for the purging of the
old heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1)

- Itis possible that the time involved here is thousands or even millions of
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SALVATION IN THE TRIBULATION,
GOD’S EFFORT AND MAN’S RESPONSE

God is God and because He is, He has always been concerned that
undeserving lost men would be saved. This truth has been a reality in Old
Testament times, in New Testament times and in every age and dispensation
(Is. 45:22; Is. 53; John 3:16; John 6:37-39; Il Peter 3:9). This truth, that God
desires the salvation of the lost, is also true during the pouring out of His
wrath in the tribulation period. The following thoughts are supplied for your
consideration.

- Itis an undeniable Bible fact that there will be a great host of people
saved in the tribulation period. Rev. 6:9-11 shows those who are saved
in the first half of the tribulation. Rev. 7:9-14 shows those who are saved
in the last half of the tribulation. What a picture of the love, grace and
mercy of God!!! Even in the midst of judgment and the culmination of
all things He is still saving souls.

- God uses many means to bring about the salvation of the lost during the
tribulation. Many of these means are truly remarkable and supernatural.
Consider the following:

e (God seals two special witnesses who minister in the first 3 ¥
years of the tribulation. Rev. 11:3-11

e God seals 144,000 Jewish men to minister for the entire
tribulation period. Rev. 7:3-8; 14:1-5

e God allows men on earth to actually view events in heaven
itself. Rev. 6:14-16; 11:19

e God uses angels to make proclamations to men on earth and
even to fly back and forth in heaven preaching the gospel. Rev.
14:6-7; 8, 9, 15; Rev. 8:13

e God uses the supernatural circumstances surrounding the
destruction of the army of God and Magog as a sign to the
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heathen and to Israel. Ezekiel 38:23; 39:21-22. 1 believe this
takes place very near the beginning of the tribulation period.

While many are saved as a result of the efforts of God, the sad truth is
that many more will reject Christ after receiving all that has been
mentioned. Read Rev. 6:16-17; 9:20-21; 16:9; 16:21. This is not unlike
the conditions of this day when the word is preached and some are saved,
yet far more reject Christ. Matt. 13

Salvation in the tribulation is based on the same things that have always
brought salvation to lost men: faith and the Blood of Christ!!! Rev. 7:14;
12:11; 14:12

Before closing this section, | would like to deal with the question of
whether those who have heard the gospel in this age, and refused to trust
Christ as Saviour, can be saved after the rapture takes place. My answer
to this is yes they could be but it is very unlikely that many if any will
bel!! | base my answer on the following:

e |t is my position that the strong delusion (Il Thess. 2:11) will be
sent at the middle of the tribulation because it has particular
reference to the antichrist setting himself up in the temple as God
which takes place at the middle of the tribulation.

e When we take into account the hardening and blinding effects of
sin, the depravity of man and the deceiving work of satan (which
will increase many fold after the rapture,) it is unlikely that many
who have rejected Christ before the rapture will accept him
afterward. John 3:19-20; Il Cor. 4:4; Eph. 4:18; Prov. 29:1;
Hebrews 3:13; Romans 2:5
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Steve Kirkpatrick trusted Christ as Saviour on February 24, 1974 at the age
of nineteen. Having enrolled in the Bible School division of Tennessee
Temple University in January 1975, Steve answered God’s call to preach on
May 4, 1975. In early 1976 he met Tricia Blevins, the wonderful lady who
became his wife on December 20, 1976. Since Steve’s graduation from
Tennessee Temple in 1978 and Tricia’s in 1979, they have faithfully served
God together in various church ministries. Steve and Tricia currently live in
Cartersville, Georgia and are serving the Lord at the Philadelphia Baptist
Church in Calhoun, Georgia.
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Dear Friend,

Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? The Book of
Revelation reveals the future time of tribulation wrath that will come upon
the earth (Revelation Chapters 6-19) as well as the suffering of the lost
throughout eternity (Revelation 20:11-15). Now is the time to trust Christ
and be saved while you have life and opportunity.

The opportunity for salvation is available now!!! Revelation 20:17
proclaims “and the spirit and the bride say, come. And let him that heareth
say, come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.”

The basis for salvation is the same as it has always been, by the sacrifice of
Christ on Calvary’s cross and the shedding of His precious blood.

Revelation 1:5 “and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the
first begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the earth. Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.”

Revelation 5:9 “and they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take
the book and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and has redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation;”
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